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It was more than 20 years ago that | succeeded to the throne. Since then | have made efforts day and night
to live up to the instructions of the imperial ancestors and the expectations of my subjects. As it was, we had
difficulty catching up with the current of the times, so that it wasn’t long before losing good friendship with the
international society until at last our country had no choice but to go to war against the World Powers. The
result was that we were defeated beyond recognition and the motherland has been reduced to ashes. Those
who fell in action were without numbers and so were those killed by bombardment while working at their own
posts. Thinking of them and their bereaved, | am beside myself with agony. Of course, countless people were
wounded or had their houses burnt down. Many were imprisoned in some foreign countries, quite a few of
whom have not returned yet. Also, there are many who have lost their livelihood. In addition, the industry in
general is in bad condition. Prices are rising high. The necessities of life are running short. Itis not too much to
say that the people are suffering the direst distress that we have ever experienced. The more thought I give to
these misfortunes of ours, the more regretful I cannot help but feel. I blush to the thought of my having lacked
virtue bringing about this disaster. Although living deep in the recesses of the palace, yet I am ill at ease, ata
loss how to help my subjects to overcome their difficulties and how to shoulder the responsibility.

Even so, we are now in the midst of an unprecedented political and economic turmoil. It is true | have been
thinking of stepping down from the throne by way of an apology, but I believe such would not add up to
holding myself responsible. Taking account of the general drift of affairs at home and abroad, shouldn’t  make
every effort to stand up to the problems the nation is faced with? | am determined to turn this misfortune into
a blessing by practicing virtue and by doing good. Thus I could contribute to rebuilding the country and
promoting the happiness of the people, and by doing so, I might be able to show my face to my ancestors and
subjects. I wish you, my people, would embrace my feelings and understand the way things are proceeding in
our country and in the world. All of my subjects should cooperate with each other by carrying out your own
duties to overcome the ordeal the heaven has imposed on us. It is such efforts and patience that will make
possible the recovery of our national glory.

N |
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