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Hearings before the COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES and the COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN RELATIONS/ UNITED STATES SENATE/ Eighty-second Congress First session on
the conduct an inquiry into the military situation in the Far East and the facts surrounding the
relief of general of the Army Douglas MacArthur from his assignments in that area /Part I/
May3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 14, 1951/ Printed for the use of the Committee on Armed
Services and the Committee on Foreign Relations/ United States Government Printing Office/
Washington: 1951
-+ In the Pacific we bypassed them. We closed in. You must understand that Japan had an
enormous population of nearly 80 million people, crowed into 4 islands. It was about half a farm
population. The other half was engaged in industry. Potentially the labor pool in Japan, both in
quantity and quality, is as good as anything that I have ever known. (£ ¥5%3Z Some place down
the line they discovered what you might call the dignity of labor, that men are happier when they
are working and constructing than when they are idling. This enormous capacity for work meant

that they have something to work on. H-¥52%2) They built the factories, they had the labor, but
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they didn. t have the basic materials. There is practically nothing indigenous to Japan except
the silkworm (or silkwork). They lack cotton, they lack wool, they lack petroleum
products, they lack tin, they lack rubber, they lack a great many other things, all of which
was in the Asiatic basin. They feared that if those supplies were cut off, there would be a 10
to 12 million people unoccupied in Japan. Their purpose, therefore, in going to war was
largely dictated by security. (K{HI3K-XQK5E5R)
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